
Greetings,
As we move into the summer 
season, I would like to take a 
moment to share how grateful I 
am to be part of the Tule River 
Economic Development 
Corporation team.

Since joining TREDC as Chief 
Financial Officer, I have enjoyed 
learning more about the 
Corporation, its businesses, and 
the Board and Management’s 
shared vision of creating long-
term opportunities for the Tule 
River community. It’s an honor to 
be part of an organization that is 
focused on building a strong 
economic future for Tule River’s 
Tribal Citizens.

One of my main areas of focus 
has been evaluating TREDC's 
financial processes and systems. 
The finance and accounting team 

is actively working to align our 
financial operations with industry 
best practices to enhance TREDC's 
efficiency, transparency, and 
long-term sustainability. This 
includes reviewing internal 
controls, refining financial 
reporting processes, and 
implementing improvements that 
will better position us for 
continued growth and success.

Our team is also hard at work 
preparing for the annual audit 
and developing budgets that 
support the Board’s strategic 
goals. These efforts are critical to 
ensuring we maintain strong 
financial stewardship while 
providing leadership with the 
information needed to make 
sound business decisions. As we 
continue to grow, establishing 
strong financial foundations will 
help us identify opportunities, 
manage risks, and maximize 
value.

The remainder of 2026 is shaping 
up to be both busy and exciting. 
Across TREDC, there are 
numerous initiatives underway, 
and I look forward to supporting 
these efforts through strong 
financial planning and sound 
management. I am confident that 
the work we are doing today will 
help strengthen TREDC for years 
to come.

Thank you for the warm welcome 

I have received from the Board of 
Directors, staff, and community. I 
look forward to serving the 
TREDC and helping advance its 
mission.

Respectfully,

Rusty Osier
Chief Financial Officer

We are happy to welcome back 
to the office, Charlotte Todd, 
TREDC's Accounting Manager 
following her recent medical 
leave. 

Charlotte's hard work and 
commitment to TREDC is 
greatly appreciated, and we're 
happy to see her return. Please 
join us in welcoming   
Charlotte back!

Welcome Back
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TREDC is excited to announce a 
new chapter for the Eagle 
Feather Trading Post in 
Porterville. Beginning in June, 
Taco Madre will replace Stoney 
Creek Barbeque.

“We would like to extend our 
sincere appreciation to the 
Stoney Creek Barbeque 
employees for their hard work 
and dedication, and we wish 
them continued success in their 
future endeavors,” said Chief 
Executive Officer Thomas E. 
Wilbur. “We look forward to 
welcoming Taco Madre as an 
external vendor and to the new 
opportunities this partnership 
will bring.”

The addition of Taco Madre 
reflects TREDC's ongoing 
commitment to enhancing the 
customer experience and 
creating a vibrant destination for 
community members and 
visitors alike.

Exploring Innovative:
TREDC Visits Biochar Facility Taco Madre 

Comes to 
Eagle Feather 
Trading Post

As part of TREDC’s commitment 
to exploring sustainable economic 
development opportunities, the 
Board and management team 
recently toured a biochar 
production facility in Delano, 
California. The tour was led by 
Mayo P. Ryan, the CEO and 
founder of Sitos Group who also 
sits on the Board of the 
American Biochar Institute and 
is Chair of the U.S. Biochar 
Coalition.
Biochar is a carbon-rich material 
created by heating organic 

materials such as wood waste, 
agricultural byproducts, and 
other biomass in a low-oxygen 
environment. The resulting 
product can be used to improve 
soil health, increase water 
retention, reduce erosion, and 
capture carbon that would 

otherwise be released into the 
atmosphere.
During the tour, attendees 
learned about the production 
process, potential applications for 
biochar, and the growing demand 
for sustainable products and 
environmental solutions. The 
visit provided valuable insight 
into how these new innovative 
technologies can support both 
economic development and 
environmental stewardship.
For TREDC, the tour represented 
more than simply learning about 
a new industry. It was part of a 
broader effort by the Board and 
management team to explore a 
variety of business opportunities 
that align with the Tribe's values 
while creating long-term 
economic benefits for the 
community.
"One of our responsibilities is to 
continually seek opportunities 
that can benefit the Tule River 
community both today and for 
future generations," said TREDC 
Chief Executive Officer Thomas 
E. Wilbur. "Visits like this allow 
us to learn from industry 
experts, evaluate emerging 
markets, and explore innovative 
ideas that may have potential to 
support the Tribe's long-term 
economic goals."
The biochar facility tour is one 
example of the proactive 
approach TREDC is taking as it 
works to diversify economic 
opportunities and build a 
stronger future for the Tule River 
community.
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